October 14, 1953

Dr. C. C. Spicer

Standards Lab.,

Central Public Health Laboratory
Colindale Avenue

London

Dear Clive:

Just received "Weatherdvurn"~- Thaniks very much. I'm sorry to have torn you
away from 1it, bul you probably could find another (as I've not been able to
do). iay I return your generosity by acking another favor or two: Bruce will
probably dun you for 30/- in payment for s set of the ae abstracts. If this
does not exhaust cur credit with you, could you tr balance by asking
Lewls!' to set up an account for me? I will remit reasonable] amocunt
needed. I woul” be happy to receive any advertisifig or circuldr iists they put
out. One 1tem I would like fairly soon is alberd's Selacdive 'Toxicity, but if this
is any trouble, T #1311 nlaca the order directly. i

Have you recefved a copy of Boole! -,Ehbs. Theu I mailed some while
ago? Tisther and I hope you will enjoy this as h& ouvenir fr)m us. By sepsrate
mail, I am slso ssnding = ¢lipping g“om the 1.Y0 ?1mes thet you msy, in a way,
enjoy.

Have you had any opportunify to c¥ netic experiments? How is your
selectipn for 0 working out? u Baren (ir Landy's iab) that
they could select 104/1010 yi+/ y selective agglutination with
Vi-antiserum + extracted Vi-suybstahce as a carrier. His remarks vere (ag usual)

d that untreated H-90) will asngenden Vi+
# faced with the problem cf finding a
Aleck Bernst is worki away very industriously and fruitfully. He has
confirmed Serti story of the @ifferential agglutination of ph2 fiagella by
acriflavine, and é‘are—aewmxrying to see how this can be worked up on a sounder

physicae~chemical bagis. T Weibull from Uppsala visited us briefly a few weeks
ago; unfortunatelmiwﬁfhad moved cn from his former studies on flagellar chemistry,
e

under these conditions, an
strictly irrevertible Vi-

but we did get so ads from him, There is not much else to report: I have been
trying to force mygeilf to do cytology on E. coll crossing, but it is a miserable
business.
(and relatives)

In the older catalogs of the NCTIC, there are scme O forms listed that I would
like to be able to add to our pressent collection for futire study. The cultures
I would be interested in are recorded as 3216, 3216A; 3045, 3046 and 3048. Do you
know of any other Group D non-motiles? I gather there has not been a comprehensive
listing of the NCTC for well over a decade!

While cleaning up, I found some older cultures, residues of your visit, on which
I have no records at all. Do you remember anything of the following numbbrs:
14/45 paratyphi C nm; AC-2, AT-8, AT-14. [The last three are listed as
auxotrophic, but their antecedents are

not clear, unless they are derived from
14/45. ]



Under separate cover, I am also sending a couple of sheets on the "silica-gel"
preservation. We have done nothing at all further with it, though I think the

principle has definite promise. Would it be worthwhile to try to interest Dr.

Cowan in 1t?

Could you pass on to Andy my ackbowledgment, with thanks, of safe receipt
of a parcel of typhi phages, arrived day before yesterday?

Helen Byers returned to Madison feeling not very happy about having visited
Colindale, as she felt as if she had picked up a Salmonella infection somewhere.
But this turned out to be Endamaeba + Glardia, which kept her in the infirmary
over a fortnight. She seems well out of it now (exceft| for some residual jaundice
from the atebrine plus million other things they gave her). All, of us are enjoying
the pleasant fall weather which precedes our first bﬁi zards, as you remembsr.

|

Esther and I are well settled now in a néw_house. fqnted),not far from where
James Crow lives, in a somewhat rural atmosphere. This“has allowed an increase in
our famlly by way of two black cats who d most of their time wrestfling on the
lawn or under the apple trees. As the ther and sister, we expect some modifi-
cation of these pursuits as they %sﬁ’

r hasty trip to San Francisco, partly
ican Bacteriologists (as they offered to
pay our way). 8ix weeks later, I've h gotten over it yet, though I have the
excuses too of moving hou the course again. There was a fldod of
students this year (abo have not been able to make as large

a dent in the enrollme e, in spite of Luria and Delbruck. This has
meant a rather more fo I like to gilve.
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\\ - Joshua Lederberg



